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the reader is left to draw his own conclusions, he can scarcely fail 
to perceive that Professor Bowley has grave doubts of the feasi- 
bility of maintaining present efficiency under such changed con- 
ditions. 

In all of his discussion, the author tacitly assumes a constant 
population. If, however, we also consider the probability that with 
such an artificial equalizing of income there would normally follow 
a sharp diminution in the death rate and a considerable increase 
in the birth rate of the least efficient classes, we can see the hope- 
lessness of expecting to maintain production per capita at present 
rates for any length of time under such a plan of social readjust- 
ment. 

This little book in short makes the fact clear that the most 
fundamental reason that the British people, on the whole, are 
far from affluence is due to failure to produce a sufficient quantity 
of goods per capita rather than to a failure to distribute the 
goods produced in the best possible way. Although the author does 
not make the point, he has nevertheless forged another link in 
the growing chain of evidence that poverty is a problem of eugenics 
and population rather than of distribution of the products of na- 
tional effort. 

This monograph will prove of interest to all students of income 
conditions in the United Kingdom and ought to be carefully 
digested by every person who believes it possible to bring about a 
Golden Era by means of some new distribution of the products 
of industry. 

Willfoed I. King. 
Spartanburg, S. Carolina. 
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